
Stormwater runoff is a major                                                 contributor to thepollu-
tion of our streams, rivers, lakes.                                     It is important to be mindful 
of what goes down your local                                               storm drains all year 
around. It’s important to implement stormwater management ll year round, 
because snowmelt is also stormwater runoff. Here are some great stormwater 
management tips for winter.

Stormwater Tips
for      winter
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Did you know?

MS4
STORMWATER

More salt does not mean more melting! 

Salt works best when applied before a 
snowfall or after shoveling/plowing. 

Don’t apply a deicer or salt on top of 
snow. Shovel the area, and then apply it.  
The more scraping and removal of ice 
that you can do, the less deicer you will 
need to use. Deicer works best on a thin 
layer of ice.

Pile snow in locations with the most 
opportunity to infiltrate into the ground but 
in areas where water does not pond. 

Do not pile snow on top of storm drains or 
near water bodies and wetlands. Clear 
away any snow that may have been 
thrown onto the storm drains. 

Deicers can be harmful to your health, your 
sidewalk, your lawn and your pets. Don’t use 
too much of it, and sweep it up after the ice 
has thawed.

Erect barriers, such as temporary plastic 
fencing, to protect salt-sensitive plants 
and storm drains.

Road salt and other deicers can damage 
metal and concrete, contaminate drinking 
water, damage roadside vegetation, and 
accumulate in streams, lakes, reservoirs, 
and groundwater harming aquatic plants 
and animals.  Studies show that, even in 
relatively rural areas, road salt is accumu-
lating in our waterways. Since it can take 
decades for road salt to flush out of a 
watershed, an increase in concentrations of 
salt may be seen even after its use has 
stopped. 

Road salt only works if the temperature is 
above 15 degrees F.

Sand and kitty litter are effective alterna-
tives for traction but can clog storm drains 
and degrade stream habitat when washed 
away, so please be mindful of where you 
use it! Cracked corn is an environmental-
ly-friendly alternative.

All deicers will melt the ice, but some have 
less of an impact on the environment. 
Instead of sodium chloride (salt) or calcium 
chloride, use products containing an 
acetate, potassium chloride, or magnesium 
chloride. 

Do not apply deicer or salt if it's going to 
rain, since it will just wash into our water 
ways.

A 12-oz cup of salt is enough to cover 
about 10 sidewalk squares. 

1 teaspoon of road salt can pollute 5 gallons of water.



FIRST CHOICE SERVICES
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN SA?

Elizabeth Elswick

On Purpose WV
Learn and help us in 
maintain the city flower beds
2nd Tuesday of the month
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
For more information:
304-400-5609
ONPURPOSEWV@gmail.com
Facebook @onpurposesa

RECYCLING IN SA
We can take:
· Cardboard

(non greasy, Broken down boxes)
· Bi-Metal cans

(Food, coffee, soda)
· Aluminum
· Newspaper
· Appliances

If you are a St. Albans resident and need a recycle tote 
please contact the St. Albans Public Works Garage 
located at 4th AVE and 8th ST      304-722-4259      
HOURS: Monday - Friday 6AM - 4PM    
All recyclables should be deposited to the street curb on 
the same day as trash collection, which begins at 
8:00AM-4:00PM.

St. Albans Historical Society 
Monthly Open House
404 4th AVE
SAT Dec 4th 
10am - 2pm

*City offices will be closed: 
Dec 24th - Christmas Eve

We can also pick up appliances once you get
them out of the house. Call 304 722-4259 ext 4

Festival of Lights
at SA City Park
Drive through light festival
Now - December 26th
6 pm - 9 pm
Closted Dec 24 & 25

“Do you need Health Insurance?  The annual Open Enrollment period for the WV Health Insurance 
Marketplace is here. It will run from Nov 1 to Jan 15.  If you or a family member are currently uninsured, 
between jobs, or losing your insurance this is a great opportunity for WV residents to get coverage.  The 
vast majority of people that get their insurance on the Marketplace can qualify for free or reduced cost 
plans.  WV has a free, grant funded program (WV Navigator) that can help you navigate your options.  
You can call them with questions or for help signing up.  The WV Navigator program is open Monday – 
Friday from 8am to 6pm. You can reach them at (304) 356-5834 or at www.acanavigator.com.”

REDUCING HOLIDAY WASTE
The holiday season is a great time to spend celebrating with friends and family, however, it is 
also time when waste can really pile up; think about, decorations, food waste, and wrapping 
paper. Americans produce more trash during the holiday season than at any other part of the 
year. Here are some ways you can reduce your holiday waste:

- Opt not to use disposable bakeware, plates,
cutlery, and cups -or choose to use com-
postable or biodegradable items over plastic
and styrofoam.

- Use fabric napkins, like most restaurants use,
that can be thrown in the washer after dinner.

- Wrap presents with reusable boxes or tote
bags. You can even wrap small items with a
bandana or dish towel.

- Decorate with fresh flowers or greenery that can
go in your compost later. Try decorating with pine-
cones, dried orange slices, and popcorn garlands!

- Use a real tree that can be donated to your local
DNR to be repurposed into natural habitats for
wildlife and aquatic life in local rivers. Most artificial
trees cannot even be recycled.

- Have guests bring their own containers so you
aren’t using loads of plastic storage bags.

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays


